Those who are called upon to review the lives of scientific men are occasionally, in these clays, subjected to no trifling task. Their difficulty arises from the so extensive biographic blending of the socioreligious with the scientific elements, as to render it an onerous matter to separate them, and lay before the general render that which can alone interest and concern him. It will not be supposed from this remark that we wish to underrate the importance of either that which is social or that which is religious. Without some moderate introduction of these ingredients, it would perhaps be impossible, in the case of such a man as l)r. Wilson, to give a correct estimate of even his scientific character. We only wish to insist upon the necessity of giving more prominence to those qualities and acquirements which constitute the celebrity of the person written of. Whether this can be effected while it is given to those most near and dear?generally of the other
f Atlienajum, Jan. 4, 1851.
Reviews.
[Jan*. We wish that Professor Wilson had but lived to complete the Memoir to which he gave the energies of his declining days. But it was ordered otherwise.
And so, prematurely to our imperfect knowledge, pass away those of whom we have reason to be proud, and whom we cannot fail affectionately to remember.
